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Reply to Office Action of 1 2/20/2006 

Amendmenta to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings of claims in the 
application: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A waste receptacle comprising: 
an exterior wall separating an interior and an exterior; 

an interior receptacle for receiving a flexible bag therein; cin4 
an interior bag closure mechanism that is operable from said exterior and 
comprises a rotator assembly that arasos an upper ooen section of said fiexibte baa 
disposed in said interior receptacle and rotates said uop er onen section relative to a 
bottom closed end of said flexible bag, to dose said flexible baa: and 

a handle that causes a rotating member of said rotator assem bly to rotate, said 
handle disposed outside of said exterior wall . 

2. (Cancelled) 

3. (Cun^ntly Amended) The waste receptacle as in claim 2 wherein said interior 
receptacle includes an Interior wall that internally confronts said exterior wall and is 
separated from said InterioF exterior wall by a gap. 

4. (Cancelled). 

5. (Currently Amended) A vtaste receptacle comprising: 
an exterior wall separating an interior and an exterlon 
an interior receptacle for receivina a f lexible bao therein: 

an interior baa closure mechanism that is operable from sa id exterior and 
comprises a rotator assembly that arasps an upper ooen sectio n of said flexible bag 
disposed in said interior receptacle and rotates said upper open section relative to a 
bottom closed end of said flexible bao. to g^lpse said flexible bao: and T h e wast e 
roooptocio 00 I n otaim 4 , wh e rein paid Int e rior bag o l ooure meohaniom inolud e s 
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a clamp that releasably secures said bottom closed end of said flexible bag to 



10 said interior receptacle such that said bottom closed end does not rotate along with said 

1 1 upper open section of said flexible bag. 

1 6- (Currently Amended) The waste receptacle as in claim [[4]] 1, furthor compr i eing 

2 a wherein said handle that coucoo q twists to cause said rotating member of said rotator 

3 assembly to rotat e, - sa i d handle dispocod outc l do of oaid oxterior wall . 

1 7. (Cun-ently Amended) The waste receptacle as in claim [[4]] 1. wherein said 

2 rotator assembly includes a clamp that clamps an upper edge of said flexible bag to a 

3 rotating member that rotates relative to said interior receptacle. 

1 8. (Original) The waste receptacle as in claim 7, wherein a portion of said rotating 

2 member is received in a cavity of said exterior wall and further comprising ball bearings 

3 that enable said portion of said rotating member to rotate freely within said cavity. 

1 9. (Original) The waste receptacle as in claim 1 , further comprising 

2 a cover that sealably engages an upper rim of said exterior wall, 

3 an exhaust hood Including an exhaust port, and 

4 an exhaust system that exhausts said waste receptacle through said exhaust 



1 10. (Original) The waste receptacle as in claim 9, wherein said exhaust system 

2 includes at least one of a pump and a bellows. 

1 11. (Original) The waste receptacle as in claim 9, wherein said cover includes a 

2 sealing portion formed of rubber, said sealing portion sealably engaging said upper rim. 

1 12. (Original) The waste receptacle as in claim 9, wherein said exhaust system 

2 includes a shutoff valve. 



5 port. 
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1 13. (Original) The waste receptacle as In claim 9, further comprising a foot pedal that 

2 opens said cover. 

1 14. (Cun^ently Amended) The waste receptacle as in claim [[1]] 9, wherein said 

2 exhaust hood is disposed above said interior receptacle and Includes a double-walled 

3 perimeter including an outer wall that fonns part of said exterior wall, and a gas 

4 pemieable interior wall, said outer wall including said exhaust port extending 

5 therethrough. 



1 15. (Original) The waste receptacle as in claim 14, wherein said gas pemieable 

2 interior wall includes perforations therethrough. 

1 16. (Currently Amended) A waste receptacle comprising: 

2 an exterior wall; 

3 an interior receptacle for receiving a bag therein, said interior receptacle spaced 

4 from said exterior wall; 

5 a cover that sealably engages an upper rim of said exterior wall; 

6 an exhaust hood disposed over said interior receptacle and including an exhaust 

7 port; 

8 an exhaust system that exhausts said waste receptacle through said exhaust 

9 port; and 

10 an Interior bag closure mechanism that Is operable from an exterior of said waste 



1 1 receptacle and includes a clamp that secures said bottom closed end of said flexible 

12 baa to said interior receotacle such that said bottom closed end do es not rotate along 

13 with said upper open section of said flexible bag . 

1 17. (Currently Amended) A waste receptacle having an interior and comprising an 

2 exterior wall, an interior receptacle for receiving a flexible bag therein, [[and]] a rotator 

3 assembly that grasps an upper open end of said flexible bag disposed, within said 
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4 interior receptacle and rotates said upper open section relative to a bottom closed end 

5 of said flexible bag, to close said flexible bag and a handle that twists to cause said 

6 rotator assembly to rotate, said handle disposed outside of said exterior wall . 

1 18. (Original) The waste receptacle as in claim 17, wherein said rotator assembly is 

2 operable externally. 

1 19. (Cancelled) 

1 20. (Original) The waste receptacle as in claim 17, wherein said waste receptacle Is 

2 a closed waste receptacle having a cover and further comprising an exhaust hood 

3 disposed supeijacent said interior receptacle and beneath said coven 

1 21. (Original) The waste receptacle as in claim 17, wherein a portion of said rotating 

2 member is received in a cavity of said exterior wall and further comprising ball bearings 

3 that enable said rotating member to rotate within said cavity. 

1 22. (Cumently Amended) A method for packaging toxic trash comprising: 

2 providing a trash receptacle including an exterior wall separating an Interior and 

3 an exterior, an interior receptacle for receiving a bag therein and separated from said 

4 exterior wall bv a gap , a cover that sealably engages said exterior wall and an exhaust 

5 hood coupled to an exhaust system and disposed within said trash receptacle and over 

6 said interior receptacle; 

7 opening said cover and introducing trash into a bag disposed within said interior 

8 receptacle; 

9 closing said cover; 

10 with said cover closed, closing said bag disposed within said interior receptacle 

1 1 using an interior bag closure mechanism that is operable from said exterior; and 

12 opening said cover thereby exposing said closed bag. 
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23. (Original) The method as in claim 22, wherein said closing said bag comprises 
rotating an upper open section of said bag relative to a bottom closed end of said bag. 
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